Caring for the dying in acute hospitals.
In 1983, a small descriptive study looking at the distressing symptoms of 26 terminally ill patients (dying from malignant as well as non-malignant disease) was carried out at two different hospitals before the setting up of a hospital support team. Fifty-two nurses involved in the care of these patients were also interviewed, using a taped, semi-structured interview. Nurses generally found caring for the terminally ill rewarding, but first-year nurse learners found coping with their emotions difficult. The senior nurses would have liked more teaching on pain control and care of relatives. Support of nursing staff was seen to be better in wards where the nursing process was being practised.